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B Jen Petiit (716)379-6378  Jennifer.Pettit@dec.ny.qov
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|

I This summer, fur team member Tim Pyszczynski was promoted to
Region 6 Wildlife Manager. Tim first joined the fur team back in 2017

" as Region 6's furbearer biologist and Hunter Education Program

. regional coordinator. He has been an integral part of the team since,

. always advocating for trappers and science-based furbearer

§ management. Luckily for us, Tim has agreed to continue to help run

our annual Fur School, an intensive course for DEC staff, staff from

other state agencies, and college students to learn more about

Y furbearer management and trapping. We wish Tim luck in his new

role!

Tk T 3, ik
e e W This April, long-time fur team member Kevin Clarke retired from his

position in Region 3. During his time with DEC, he did a little bit of
everything, most recently handling all things related to furbearers,
waterfowl, and upland game birds. We hope that Kevin’s retirement is
filled with skiing adventures and lots of turkey hunting!

On cover: Two striped skunks on grass. Photo by John Lehmann.
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New & Noteworthy

Pending Fisher & Marten Trapping Season Regulation Changes

DEC recently proposed changes to fisher and marten trapping zone boundaries and
season dates. The rulemaking will expand the areas open to fisher trapping in
western New York and shift existing seasons later in the year to better align with
trapper values. The proposed changes, if adopted, would be implemented starting in
the 2026-2027 trapping seasons. For more information on these changes, see pg 8.

Changes to Crossbow Hunting Now in Effect

New for fall 2025, NY hunters may use a crossbow in the same seasons, places, and

manner as a vertical bow for hunting deer and bear. Crossbow hunters must have a
hunting license and bowhunting privilege. To be eligible to purchase a bowhunting
privilege, a hunter must have a certificate of bowhunter education. Crossbows must
have a working trigger safety and minimum peak draw weight of 100 pounds. There
is no minimum limb width, no minimum length, and no maximum draw weight.
Check DEC’s website for more details: https://dec.ny.gov/things-to-
do/hunting/regulations/crossbow.

E-Licenses, E-Tags, & Harvest Reporting

DEC has proposed to allow hunters and trappers to possess only an e-license while
hunting or trapping, and use e-tags for deer, bear, or turkey. An e-license is an
electronic record of your trapping, hunting, and fishing license privileges in DEC’s
HuntFishNY mobile app. E-tags are electronic records of your unreported and
reported carcass tags for deer, bear, and turkey in the HuntFishNY app. The app
works even without immediate cell service, as it stores the harvest report and
transmits it to DEC upon reconnection to cell service. Paper licenses and tags will
still be available.

With this potential change, DEC also proposed changing the time frame for
required reporting of your harvest of deer, bear, or turkey. If adopted, users of e-
tags will be required to report immediately upon harvesting the animal. Users of
paper tags will be required to report within 48 hours of the harvest. Hunters will no
longer have 7 days to report their harvest.

Want to know the best trap for the critters you target? Check out the traps
that are BMP approved! You can sort by animal, specific trap, or trap type.
There are a lot of other great trapping-related resources at these sites too.

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation

Report Your
Harvests with the
HuntFishNY App

Use DEC’s HuntFishNY app as
an e-license and to report your
game harvest. HuntFishNY
gives you a quick and easy
way to:

e Access your sporting
licenses, privileges, and
permits

e Submit game harvest
reports, even when out of
cellular range

e View current and past
harvest reports

e Look at season maps and
a sunrise-sunset table

e Read DEC’s current
Hunting & Trapping Guide

HuntFishNY now includes the
Tackle Box feature for anglers!

Get the HuntFishNY app free
from the Apple App Store or
Google Play Store.

Note: You will need a
DECALS username and
password to access your
license documents through
the app. If you don’t have a
username and password, visit
https://on.ny.gov/3KXkt5n
to getyours today.
Questions? Call
our sporting
license hotline at
1-866-472-4332.
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2024-25 Trapping Harvest Data

Wildlife Management Unit
Aggregate

Catskills 218
Central Adirondacks 179 175
Central Appalachian Plateau 11
Central Tug Hill 53 24
Champlain Valley & Transition 129 97
East Appalachian Plateau 211
East Ontario Plain 33 84
Great Lakes Plains 1
Hudson Valley 76 28
Mohawk Valley 188
Neversink - Mongaup Hills 38 14
New York City Transition 2
North Taconic Highlands 35 15
Northern Adirondacks 102 111
Oswego Lowlands 3
Otsego - Delaware Hills 44
South Taconic Highlands 9 18
St. Lawrence Valley 96 192
Tug Hill Transition 186 76

West Appalachlan Plateau
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Check out the results from
last year’s harvest!

167 Here are the reported

harvest numbers for
fisher, otter, bobcat, and
marten from the 2024-25
mandatory pelt sealing
program.

12

To learn more about
harvest results in your
specific county or town,
visit our website here:
https://dec.ny.gov/things-
to-do/trapping#Harvest
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Report Your Furbearer Sightings!

DEC wants to learn more about the
occurrence of various furbearers
throughout NY. Reporting any
observations of bobcats, otters,
fishers, weasels, gray foxes, and
snowshoe hare helps DEC biologists
better understand the distribution
and behavior of these elusive
mammals. Go to

https://dec.ny.gov/nature/ E
animals-fish-plants/
biodiversity-species-
conservation/citizen- [=]
science/furbearer-sighting-surveys
or click on the ‘Furbearer Public
Sighting Survey’ link in the Info

section of the HuntFishNY app to
report your sightings. You can even

M0

upload pictures and videos. Thank
you for your help!

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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Last Year’s Stats: \ e
& 256 permits issued ,
& 123 trappers set traps

specifically for marten/
fisher

& 71 successful trappers
@

183 marten harvested (2.6
marten/successful trapper)

& Harvest ratio of 3.75 males

per 1 female
The marten harvest increased . g S5
149% from 2023 to 2024, :
likely a result of beech nut Like previous years, a free permit is still required to trap American (pine) marten during
abundance. Marten harvests the marten trapping season (Nov. 1st— 30t) in the Adirondacks (WMUs 5C, 5F, 5G, 5H,
tend to be higher in years 5J, 6F, 6J). The permit includes an activity log which is to be returned to the
with low nut production, as a Warrensburg DEC office no later than December 10t. There is no longer a requirement
lack of food makes marten to turn in your marten carcasses or fisher jaws at the time of pelt sealing. In addition to
more likely to come into bait. the marten permit, a valid NYS trapping license is required to trap marten.

In addition, marten travel
more for food, increasing
their chances of encountering
a trap.

To request a marten trapping permit, please contact regional biologist Tim Watson by:

@ 518-623-1240 e RS WarrensburgWidife@decny.gov (&) 3\?;223‘:;%%%885

TRAPPING IS OUR HISTORY.
5 § s B ‘N WILL TRAPPING BE IN OUR
Are you a new trapper who wants to learn N agally | 4 FUTURE?

more about traps and techniques from an et ¥ o o

experienced and skilled trapper? Do you

want more experience setting and packing

traps? Then a HuntFishNY trapping

course is what you need.

HuntFishNY Courses

You can find a HuntFishNY course near

you by checking our website:

https://register- p o TSN T S
ed.com/programs/new_York. All courses S et o ey Become a Trapper
are free, though registration may be S e SV - Education Instructor!
required. . =

APPLY TODAY!

Email: hunter@dec.ny.gov
Phone: 1 888 486 8332

If you are interested in a HuntFishNY

course but don’t see a course topic you
are interested in or you don't see one in s ] _ <
your area, email us at e SR RS dec.ny.gov/things to do/
hunter@dec.ny.gov. : T G N g hunting/hunter education
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2024-25 Trapper Survey Results

Every spring, DEC sends out a survey to 4,500 licensed trappers. This survey asks participants what species they
attempted to trap, how many of each species they trapped, and how much effort they put into trapping. The results
from this survey help us estimate total harvest for species that are not pelt-sealed. See below for harvest estimates
from the past 10 years. We thank participating trappers for providing us with this important data!

Estimated Trapping Harvest by Season Year

Beaver M 29,518 18,072 18,465 20,143 21,821 22,409 16,817 19,672 32,635 18,084 21,923

Coyote & 11,631 10,317 8415 8758 7,874 8596 4,693 7,178 5237 4,708 6,082
Gray Fox YW 4,446 2673 2,739 2,723 2452 2232 1,196 1974 1416 1,362 1,636
Mink M 13,307 9,340 6,110 5,741 6,651 5,965 2,792 4,410 3,850 3,472 4,089
Muskrat <@ 133,678 60,569 86,643 67,264 57,834 48,479 30,881 32,696 52,247 26,235 38,108
Opossum #5644 7,368 6,308 8,618 5428 5417 2,096 3,090 5061 4,616 4,056
Raccoon M 25121 18,944 17,929 21,434 19,308 19,407 10,233 15,659 18,214 14,526 15,608
Red Fox ¢ 17,367 11,829 8,728 11,121 9,832 9,792 6,489 8,376 7,091 8,691 8,088
Skunk Y 4,262 4,037 2,503 3,789 3,064 2515 1,372 2640 2,508 2,615 2,330
Weasel 4N 1,345 553 281 832 467 986 353 450 608 540 587

—e—Land Traps —e—Water Traps Although harvest numbers for

most species have trended down
180,000 the past 10 years, this is likely a
result of declining effort rather

7]
:51 160,000 than populations. Overall trapping
< effort has been steadily declining
% 140,000 since the early 2010s, when fur
= prices were high. The 2021-22
S 120,000 trapping season had the lowest
H* estimated trapping effort since the
Tg 100,000 current version of the survey
L started in 2006 (surveys done
80,000 before this time used different
methods and are not directly
60,000 comparable). Effort has risen
slightly since then, although it
\@'\ remains below the 5-year average
> for both land and water trapping.

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation



Trapper Survey, continued...

Two years ago, we asked trappers in the annual trapper survey for feedback on what would make it easier to
complete DEC surveys. A few things stood out in the responses:

1) A number of respondents felt that an online survey would be easier to complete
2) Respondents wanted the ability to be able to provide feedback and comments

3) Many respondents did not feel that they knew how these data were being used or what they were
contributing to, making them less likely to respond to the survey

For many other surveys, including the small game and turkey hunter surveys, DEC has switched to an online
version. There are many trade-offs that come with moving from a paper survey to online. Paper surveys tend to
have higher response rates, but are much more expensive and time-intensive to mail and process. Online surveys
have a much lower response rate; however, you can generally survey more people due to the ease of sending out
an e-mail compared to printing and mailing a paper form. It is also easier to provide results and other information
directly back to participants, as we can send an e-mail to those that opt-in, allowing for better communication
between DEC and stakeholders.

Next year, we will be trialing an online version of the annual trapper survey. This survey will include the usual
questions, but respondents will also be able to provide feedback directly to DEC on their thoughts regarding the
online survey and other important issues regarding furbearers. We recognize that this is a big change for many,
and thank you for your patience and continued commitment to bettering furbearer management in New York!

REMINDER: Nuisance Beaver Permit Applications Now Online

Beavers and beaver dams are protected under New York’s Environmental
Conservation Law, which states that it is illegal for anyone to disturb a beaver dam, house, or den without first obtaining
a permit from DEC. Each year, DEC’s Bureau of Wildlife receives over 2,000 requests for nuisance beaver permits. To
streamline the permitting process, DEC has developed an online permit application for landowners. There are 3 different
nuisance beaver permit types a landowner or organization can apply for:

1. A Beaver Removal Permit allows for the lethal removal of beaver on the permittee’s property outside of the
regulated trapping season.

2. A Dam Removal Permit allows for the breaching or removal of newly established (less than 2 years old) parts of a
beaver dam. This permit also allows for the lethal removal of beavers outside of the regulated trapping season.

3. A Culvert Maintenance Permit is a type of blanket permit that allows the permittee to address flooding concerns by
removing dams and other beaver-related materials that are immediately adjacent to culverts and bridges. This
permit type is only available to certain organizations and allows for work to be done on any property the permittee
owns or maintains a right-of-way on.

For more information or to submit a nuisance beaver permit application, visit DEC’s website at
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/animals-fish-plants/nuisance-wildlife-species/beaver.

Interested in trapping nuisance beaver for landowners? Whenever possible, DEC encourages landowners to reach out
to local trappers for assistance removing beavers during the regulated trapping season. To facilitate this connection, DEC
maintains a list of trappers that are willing to trap beaver during the regulated season. If you would like to be added to
this list, reach out to your Regional Wildlife Office (see page 2).

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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Proposed Fisher Trapping Season Changes

In 2022, DEC initiated a structured decision making (SDM) process to evaluate potential fisher trapping seasons and
determine which seasons best balance the biological and social aspects of fisher harvest management in New York.
Based on the results from that process, DEC is proposing shifting existing seasons later in the year and opening up
additional trapping opportunities in western New York. If adopted, these changes will go into effect for the 2026-27
trapping season. The proposed changes are as follows:

1) Shift the fisher & marten trapping seasons in Adirondack WMUs (5C, 5F, 5G, 5H, 5J, 6F, 6J; yellow in map below)
from the month of November to the month of December.

2) Shift the fisher trapping season in southeastern and northern WMUs outside of the Adirondacks (in orange below)
from Oct. 25-Dec. 10 to Nov. 15-Dec. 31.

3) Open a new 6-day trapping season in the Great Lakes plains (WMUs 8A, 8C, 8F, 8G, 8H, 8J, 9A, 9C, 9F),
extending from Dec. 5-Dec. 10.

4) Outside of the Great Lakes plains, extend fisher trapping opportunities by having a 15-day fisher trapping season
from Nov. 26-Dec. 10.

5) Allow for the use of baited body-grip traps when the fisher season is closed in WMUs 5A, 6A, 6C, 6G, 6H, 6K, 6N
(this restriction remains in WMUs with a marten trapping season).

See proposed season date map below:

Fisher & Marten
Trapping

Season Dates Species & Bag Limits
Fisher and marten.
D Dec. 1-Dec. 31 Season limit of 6 marten.
There are no bag limits for fisher.
. Nov. 15 - Dec. 31 Fisher only. There are no bag limits.
|:| Nov. 26 - Dec. 10 Fisher only. There are no bag limits.
. Dec. 5-Dec. 10 Fisher only. There are no bag limits.
u Closed Fisher and marten.

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation



Fisher Changes: What went into the decision?

WHAT IS STRUCTURED DECISION MAKING?

Structured decision making (SDM) is a fancy term for a simple process. If you ever decided whether you
should make bacon and eggs for breakfast (time-consuming but filling) or just have a bowl of cereal (quick
and easy, but lacking substance), you’ve done a form of SDM. It is a clear, step-by-step process for making
complex decisions. SDM is especially helpful when there are multiple possible options, trade-offs, and
uncertainties. The steps of SDM include:

1) Defining the problem (setting fisher season dates 4) Evaluating consequences (outcomes) of the

that balance biological & social objectives) management actions
2) Determining objectives 5) Evaluating trade-offs among objectives
3) ldentifying alternative management actions 6) Deciding and taking action!

Objective 1: Ensure a stable to growing fisher population

To ensure a stable to growing fisher population, we had to know how fisher populations would respond to
different trapping season alternatives. To do this, we built a population model using results from various
research projects DEC has completed in recent years. These included:

Reproduction and
survival estimates
from a demographic
project where over
200 fishers were
collared and
tracked.

Estimated abundance
from camera surveys

] ) Southern Tier Population Size Over 5 Years
We then used information

from trapper logs and pelt 20004

seal dgta to estimate how Season Alternatives
many fisher would be

trapped under our different Status Quo: Oct. 25 - 30
season alternatives. By L 15004 — Dec5-10

putting this all together, we {E'; Dec. 1-10

were able to estimate how i — Dec.1-15

the fisher population would Nov. 26 — Dec. 10
respond to potential 2 1000 —  Nov. 26— Dec. 10, bag of 6
seasons. In the example = Dec. 1130

model from the southern Z Dec. 11 — 30, bag of 6
tier area (on right), you Nov. 26 — Dec. 15

can see that seasons 500+ —  Nov. 26— Dec. 15, bag of 6
longer than 15 days would

likely lead to a declining

fisher population, even 5 : > A : )

with a bag limit. Year

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation



Fisher Changes: Trapper Satisfaction

=

Y~ -

AL

Objective 2: Maximize trapper satisfaction

A key part of this decision was figuring out what trappers wanted. To try to answer this question, we sent out
a survey to over 7,000 licensed trappers and asked them what factors most impacted their satisfaction with
fisher trapping in New York. Although there were some slight differences in trapper values based on where
they trapped, overall trappers agreed that pelt quality was most important to them. Rankings are below.

ﬂ Quality of pelts a Number of fisher on the landscape

@ Trapping opportunity @ Success (# of fisher trapped per season)

What is meant by trapping opportunity? This included factors such as:

v
y
2
. I
S S - 2\

Competing hunting interests

Season length

Being able to
trap before
weather makes it

Trappers were also asked to rank
which of these components of

9pportumty came out as most hard to get to my Having the
important. Across the board, trap sites longest
trappers preferred to have the possible
longest possible fisher season. fisher
The least important factor was season
minimizing overlap with deer

seasons. The figure at right Minimizing overlap

shows the breakdown by weight. with deer seasons

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation PAGE 10



Fisher Changes: Bringing it Together

In SDM, tradeoffs among objectives are made by weighting the objectives based on stakeholder values.
DEC biologists placed 62% of the relative importance weight on the fisher population and 38% on trapper
satisfaction. The weight that trappers put on various objectives related to their satisfaction was determined
through the trapper survey. These weights were then combined to calculate total weights for the fisher
population and trapper satisfaction objectives. For each proposed season, a “score” was calculated to
reflect the degree to which each objective was satisfied.

Below is an example of the total scoring for the southern tier area. You can see how the different
alternatives (left) balance all the different factors that went into this decision. Any scenario that did not lead
to a declining fisher population got full points for the fisher population objective (both Nov. 26—-Dec. 10, Dec.
5-10, and status quo alternatives) got full points for the fisher population objective. The Nov. 26-Dec. 10
season options (with and without bag limits) maximized the identified objectives. Since the two options were
within rounding error of each other, we opted for the season without bag limits due to the enforcement
challenges a bag limit presents.

Nov 26-Dec 15 6 fisher bag | H I

Nov 26-Dec 15 [N [
Dec 11-Dec 30 6 fisher bag [N I I
Dec 11-Dec 30 [ ]

Nov 26-Dec 106 fisherbag I I
Nov26-Dec 10 I I
Dec1-Dec 15 I I
Dec 1-Dec 10 I BN I
Dec 5-Dec 10 I S I

Status Quo (Oct 25-30) | S

0.000 0.100 0.200 0.300 0.400 0.500 0.600 0.700 0.800 0.900
W Fisher Population m Access (weather) W Overlap with Deer Seasons Season Length

B Harvest Opportunity Harvest Success W Pelt Quality

We performed this type of analysis for the ADKs, southeastern NY, and the southern tier to determine the
“optimal” seasons. For the lake plains, we primarily considered the fisher population. While most areas had
a robust fisher population that could support a 15-day season, we opted for a conservative 6-day season in
the Great Lakes Plains to allow that population to grow.

The Importance of Public Comment

The proposed regulations were published in the State Register on June 18™, 2025, for a 60-day comment
period. We received just over 70 comments on the regulations, the vast majority of which were in favor.

DEC encourages everyone to comment on proposed regulations. Making your voice heard is an important
part of the process of managing wildlife for all the people of New York. Comments can identify impacts that
DEC may not have considered and turns policy-making from a one-way announcement into a two-way
conversation. Keep your eyes on DEC’s (search wildlife proposed regulations on
dec.ny.gov) or sign up for our (dec.ny.gov/news/dec-delivers) to stay informed!

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation PAGE 11
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Trappers Played Crucial Role in Bobcat Study
N

Photo by J. Twining & = vy

When DEC and Cornell University determined that we needed movement data as part of the Southern Zone
bobcat study, we knew just who to turn to: Trappers.

Researchers utilize GPS technology affixed to specially designed collars to track free-ranging wildlife.
Capturing an animal that is elusive and present in low densities in many parts of our state is quite the task, so
we enlisted the help of licensed trappers to follow a carefully designed protocol that would enable us to trap,
collar, and monitor bobcats. The collaring efforts took place during the fall and winter of 2023/2024 and
2024/2025. We partnered with 62 trappers to capture a total of 27 bobcats during this time. Sixteen bobcats
were collared with GPS collars that collected one point every 24 hours from the time of capture until April 15,
and then one point every two hours after that.

GPS collar data was used in combination with camera trapping images to estimate abundance of bobcats in
central and western NY. We expect to have final results this winter. This information will be used to inform
future management decisions.

Trapping and collaring elusive bobcats across such a large portion of New York would not have been possible
without the dedication of trappers. Trappers continue to play a crucial role in furbearer management. Thank
you to all who participated!

Number of Female Number of Male
Bobcats Captured Bobcats Captured
(# Collared) (# Collared)

Number of
Trappers

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation PAGE 12



NY Bobcat Study, continued. ..

In addition to getting information thatis &
helping inform the abundance
estimates, the bobcat collaring effort
provided us with some valuable
insights into bobcat behavior and
movements! The map at right shows
the track of an adult male bobcat
captured in the town of Otego in late
January 2023. The bobcat remained in
Otsego County until October 19,
when it suddenly started to move
southeast. Over the course of 17 days,
this bobcat moved more than 50 miles
to the town of Bethel. The collar’s
automatic drop-off mechanism ; -
activated shortly after this time and the —
collar was retrieved, still in Bethel. The

red box in the inset map shows the o £ R

extent in the main map view. Primary roads
Secondary roads

This project is funded by Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration, also known as the
Pittman-Robertson (P-R) Act. The P-R Act directs taxes on firearms and ammunition

sales back to the states to fund wildlife conservation and management programs.
Over the past 5 years, NY has received over $75,000,000 in federal funding from this
program, which has funded projects on fishers, bobcats, otters, and more.

Donate $5 to the Habitat - =
& Access Stamp Program '

This year’s Habitat & Access Stamp features an

American kestrel. All funds from stamp donations ——
are used for projects aimed at conserving fish and
wildlife habitat and increasing access to public
and private lands for outdoor recreation.

To make your donation today, scan the QR code, visit
your local license-issuing agent, or call 1-866-933-2257.
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INTRODUCING: ‘o‘A'v"SNAPSHOT NY

g

Building off DEC’s fisher and bobcat research projects utilizing trail cameras, DEC is
excited to announce Snapshot NY, a collaborative citizen science initiative between DEC
and the NY Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit at Cornell University. We are
inviting YOU to be part of a groundbreaking wildlife research project across New York
State.

Snapshot NY is dependent upon New Yorkers utilizing trail cameras to monitor trends in |
abundance and distribution of mammals like fishers, bobcats, black bears, deer, and
more. All you have to do is sign up and join the project, set up a trail camera, and
upload photos to the Snapshot NY website. Some common questions and answers are
below:

Yo

Scan below for info
on how to
involved

@ﬁ@

How can | participate

Visit the Snapshot NY website (http://SnapshotNY.Org)
Download the Snapshot NY app

Create an account

Use the app to record your camera placement
Submit camera images using the Snapshot NY website

abrowd =

Will the DEC share my location with the public?

o
OpA:

www.snapshotny.org

No, information collected from participants will not be made available to the public.
Location information will be used to produce summary statistics at the county and
WMU-level, but individual locations will remain private.

Can | use my own camera?
Absolutely. Participants are encouraged to use their own equipment, though a limited
number of cameras are available for loan.

Can | use multiple cameras?
The Snapshot sampling structure is based on one camera per 30 km? grid. If you have
multiple cameras at one location, we only need the photos from one camera. However,

if you have cameras in multiple locations statewide (ex. at your home in 3S and at your |

hunting camp in 5F), we would accept data from multiple sites.

Can | deploy a camera on DEC-owned lands?

Yes, you can request permission to place a trail camera on DEC-owned lands as part of
the Snapshot NY program. Cameras deployed on DEC land have additional rules and
requirements such as contacting regional DEC offices prior to deployment, removing
cameras by September 15t, and not placing cameras near trails, roads and waterways.

ol
o on
/

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation

| Snapshot NY - capturing NY’s wildlife, one snapshot at a time.

PAGE 14


http://snapshotny.org/

NYS Pelt Sealing Instructions

The possession tag must be filled out immediately after you
reach your motor vehicle, camp, or home, whichever comes first

Species that
require a pelt
seal in NY:
fisher, marten,
otter, and
bobcat

To obtaina seal, set up an appointment with
wildlife staff at a regional NYSDEC office

Bring your hunting/trapping license,completed
possession tag,and carcass/pelt to your appointment

Whole
carcass

Frozen: The

carcass must be
thawed out
enough to affix a
seal through the
webbing on the
foot, or the head

Fresh/thawed:
The seal will be
affixed through
the webbing on
the foot, or the
head should be

Frozen: the pelt
must be thawed
enough to get a
seal through the
webbing of the
front or hind foot,
nostril, eye holes,

Dried: The seal
will be affixed
through the eye
hole. The hole
should be big
enough to get a

should be skinned skinned from lip to leg hole, or seal through

from lip to eye eye hole. mouth
hole. :

Upon arrival, a NYSDEC representative will collect your
possession tag and affix a seal to the carcass/pelt

The carcass/pelt can now be sold, transfer ownership,
leave New York State, or be mounted or tanned.

You must obtain a pelt seal before:
- 10 days have passed since the close of the season within the WMU where the fur was taken, or

- Itis sold or ownership is transferred to another person, or

- It leaves NYS, or

- |t is mounted or tanned
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Pelt Sealing FAQ

Where do | get a Furbearer Possession Tag?

Possession tags can be obtained from your regional DEC office or printed
from the DEC website at: https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/9209.htmli#Seals

Do | have to attach the Furbearer Possession Tag to the carcass/pelt?

No. The completed possession tag needs to remain in the possession of
the trapper/hunter OR with the pelt/unskinned animal.

Can you mail me the pelt seals?

No, pelt seals cannot be mailed. By DEC regulation, only DEC authorized
staff can affix pelt seals to the carcass/pelt.

| want to get the harvested animal mounted; can | have my taxidermist
skin the animal before it is sealed?

Yes, as long as arrangements are made by the trapper/hunter to have the
pelt sealed before the end of the 10-day period after the season ends
where the animal was harvested, and any required biological samples are
turned in at the time of sealing. In most cases, NYSDEC staff are not able
to travel to a taxidermist to seal pelts, and pelts must be taken to a DEC
office to be sealed. The animal MAY NOT be mounted or tanned until the
pelt seal is attached.

P N H P

Who do | call to obtain a pelt seal?

To set up an appointment to have the carcass/pelt sealed, you can contact
yc;ur regional DEC wildlife office. See page 2 of this update for contact
Information.

Can | put more than one species on my Furbearer Possession Tag?

No, only one species should be listed per page. However, you may list
multiple animals of the same species on the same page.

P H N

When can | remove the pelt seal?

Pelt seals can be removed once the pelt is processed for taxidermy,
display, tanning, or manufacturing.
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Pelt Sealing FAQ

What happens if the pelt seal breaks?

If the pelt seal breaks or falls off, contact the regional DEC wildlife
office for a replacement seal.

Are there special preparations that need to be made if | want to
have a frozen animal/skin sealed?

o

If a skin will be frozen at the time it is presented for sealing, even if it
hasn’t been removed from the carcass, a popsicle stick, pencil,
dowel, or similar object should be inserted either from the mouth
hole through one of the eye holes or through the webbing of a hind
foot prior to freezing. Make sure this hole is accessible after freezing.
Removal of the stick at the time of sealing allows the seal to be
inserted in the skin without thawing it out. NYSDEC staff may refuse
to seal frozen skins which have not been prepared in this manner.

”A Is there anything that | need to do for dried pelts?

For animals that have been pelted, the seal is typically placed through
an eye hole. For river otter or fisher, please place a pencil, dowel,
popsicle stick, or similar object through both eye holes before drying.
When using wire stretchers, make sure to remove the skin from the
stretcher before sealing occurs.

find?

If the trapping or hunting season is open for the species in a WMU,
you may keep a dead furbearer found on roads within that WMU. You
must have a valid hunting or trapping license for the season/species
in question, complete a furbearer possession tag and obtain a pelt
seal for that animal.

” Can | keep a roadkill fisher, marten, river otter, or bobcat that |
A
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